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Sharlene Brown

Cofounder

With a background in economics and an MBA, Sharlene has dedicated nearly a
decade to helping clients in underserved communities build resilient financial
foundations. Her expertise lies at the intersection of financial inclusion, economic
empowerment, and agricultural development in emerging markets. Spending part of
her early childhood on a family farm in Jamaica sparked her lifelong appreciation for
what agricultural livelihoods require—and the unique financial vulnerabilities that
farmers face.

Matt Blackburn

Business Development Manager

Matt serves in business development at Amber Farmland Investments.

He views organic nutrition as integral to his health and sees his role as an opportunity
to expand organic farmland availability through Amber's mission to transition
chemical-dependent farmland to USDA-certified organic.

Prior to joining Amber, Matt served in business development for LaSalle Investment
Management, facilitating tax-deferred exchanges of real estate and farmland.

Matt received an MBA in Finance from DePaul University and a Bachelor of Science in
Finance from Northern lllinois University. He is a CAIA® charterholder.
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De’Erricka Green

Heirs’ Property Law Fellow

De’Erricka Green is a North Carolina attorney whose experience spans estate
planning and administration, tax research, and heirs’ property law. She serves as Law
Fellow and Co-Director of the Heirs’ Property Project within Wake Forest University
School of Law’s Environmental Law and Policy Clinic, where she supervises clinical law
students handling real client matters involving estate planning, property ownership,
and family land preservation.

Her background informs her practical approach to helping families understand how
legal documents, ownership arrangements, and tax considerations work together to
support effective succession planning. Her current work emphasizes preventing and
resolving heirs’ property issues, preserving family land, and expanding access to legal
assistance for landowners who cannot otherwise afford representation.

Green brings a perspective grounded in both direct client service and training the
next generation of attorneys to help families navigate complex ownership and
inheritance issues. She earned her J.D., cum laude, from North Carolina Central
University School of Law and her B.A. in English and Africana Studies from North
Carolina State University.

Rashida Harris
Category Manager

Rashida Harris is a Category Manager with nearly 20 years of experience at a large
national retailer, including 8 years buying produce. Starting on the store floor and
advancing through merchandising and buying, she has built direct relationships with
growers and vendors and guided them through what it takes to become a retail
partner, from first conversation to first shipment.

Rashida also serves on the Industry Advisory Board for the Management Program at
Wentworth Institute of Technology and is clerk for the Camala Foundation.
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Edgar Hayes

Community Farmer

Edgar is one of Freedom Farm’s co-founders. He loves the farming aspect of all the
many tasks that need to be done. “I can do this all day.” | think he coined that phrase
before Captain America, if you ask me. Edgar loves re-connecting with creation. He
spends lots of his time outdoors listening to the birds singing, growing food,
homesteading, cutting the grass, watching and feeling the life around him, and
hugging trees. Yes, he is a tree hugger! He loves making his own granola, too. :)

Michelle Hirons
Founder & CEO, HigherRing

Michelle is the founder & CEO of HigherRing, a B Corp and 1% for the Planet member
specializing in managed back-office support for impact businesses and nonprofits,
focused on fractional and managed financial and administrative operations. Her
team's financial operations work includes supporting small- to medium-sized
agricultural producers, ensuring they have solid financial solutions, and training them
to capture and report their numbers each month so they have real financial clarity to
make decisions. Michelle has over 25 years of experience in big retail and start-ups
and is closely involved with all of HigherRing's client engagements, collaborating with
each on best practices for processes and systems. She is passionate about using
business as a force for good and advocates for sustainable labor and climate solutions
with elected officials in the 22 states where HigherRing hires. She is the current
Engagement Chair of B Local Bay Area, is the proud mama of two kids and one
friendly pup, and loves hiking through beautiful Northern California and Oregon
wildlands in her free time.
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